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International Bureau of the priority document(s) relating to the earlier application(s) indicated below. Unless otherwise 
indicated by an asterisk appearing next to a date of receipt or by the letters *W, in the right-hand column the P"onty 
document concerned was submitted or transmitted to the International Bureau in compliance with Rule 17.1(a) or (b). 

2. This updates and replaces any previously issued notification concerning submission or transmittal of priority documents. 

3 An asteriskf) appearing next to a date of receipt, in the right-hand column, denotes a priority document submitted 
or transmitted to the International Bureau but not in compliance with Rule 17.1(a) or (b). In such a case, the attention 
of the applicant is directed to Rule 17.1(c) which provides that no designated Office may disregard the priority claim 
concerned before giving the applicant an opportunity, upon entry into the national phase, to furnish the priority document 
within a time limit which is reasonable under the circumstances. 

4 The letters M NR" appearing in the right-hand column denote a priority document which was not received by the International 
Bureau or which the applicant did not request the receiving Office to prepare and transmit to the International Bureau, 

as provided by Rule 17.1(a) or (b), respectively. In such a case, the attention of the applicant is directed to Rule 17.1(c) which 
provides that no designated Office may disregard the priority claim concerned before giving the applicant an opportunity, 
upon entry into the national phase, to furnish the priority document within a time limit which is reasonable under the 
circumstances. 
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Translation of Category of Cited Documents in the attached foreign language Search 
Report: 



A: It is not a reference with a special relation but shows a general technical level. 

E: It is a prior art, however it was disclosed after the international application date. 

L: It is a reference for raising arguments in priorities claimed or a reference for 
establishing the publication date of other references or other special reasons 
(with reasons). 

O: It is a reference mentioned in oral presentation, usage, display, etc. 

P: It is a reference disclosed before the international publication date and after the 
application date on the basis of which priority is claimed. 

T: It is a reference disclosed after the international publication date or priority 
date, is not contradictory to the application, and is cited to understand the 
principle or theory of the invention. 

X: It is a reference with a special relation and it is considered that there is no new 
creation or progress of the invention by only said reference. 

Y: It is a reference with a special relation and is considered that there is no 

progress by a combination of said reference and one or more other references, 
which is evident for the parties concerned. 



&: It is the same patent family reference. 
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Application No. 

00 987 993.3 - 2304 


Ref. 

SR21433 US/JCI 


Date 

22.10.2004 


Applicant 

Mitsubishi Chemical America Inc. 



Communication pursuant to Article 96(2) EPC 

The examination of the above-identified application has revealed that it does not meet the requirements 
of the European Patent Convention for the reasons enclosed herewith. If the deficiencies indicated are 
not rectified the application may be refused pursuant to Article 97(1) EPC. 

You are invited to file your observations and insofar as the deficiencies are such as to be rectifiable, to 
correct the indicated deficiencies within a period 

of 4 months 

from the notification of this communication, this period being computed in accordance with Rules 78(2) 
and 83(2) and (4) EPC. 

One set of amendments to the description, claims and drawings is to be filed within the said period on 
separate sheets (Rule 36(1) EPC). 

Failure to comply with this invitation in due time will result in the application being deemed to be 
withdrawn (Article 96(3) EPC). 
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Primary Examiner 
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Bescheid/Protokoll (Aniage) Communication/Minutes (Annex) Notffication/Proces-verbal (Annexe) 

£7 22.10.2004 iheet 1 »nNo, 0 0 987 993.3 
Dat e Feuille Demande n°: 



The examination is being carried out on the following application documents: 

Description, Pages 

1-20 as published 

Claims, Numbers 

1_6 received on 16.08.2004 with letter of 12.08.2004 

Drawings, Sheets 

1 /1 4-14/1 4 as published 



************* 



1 . The following documents (D) are referred to in this communication; the numbering 
will be adhered to in the rest of the procedure: 
D1: US-A-4603714 
D2: EP-A-0701181 
D3: EP-A-0854394 



2. The examining division maintains the objection under Article 123(2) EPC made in 
item 2.1 of the communication dated on 12.02.2004. 

In the description on p.17, I.7-20, the connection between the ink container and 
the holding means of the ink reservoir are described. The ink container is inserted 
into the orifice 58 of the ink reservoir. After the ink container (including the inner 
and outer gratings) has been rotated approximately 90° in the clockwise direction 
relative the ink reservoir, the outer grating engages with stops 76 of the holding 
means and can no longer rotate in the clockwise direction (it is still however 
rotatable in the counterclockwise direction) while the inner grating of the ink 
container can continue to rotate relative the ink reservoir until it engages with 
stops 74 of the holding means (after approximately 1 80°). 
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Notification/Proces-verbal (Annexe) 
Anme!de-Nr.: 

Application No.: 00 987 993.3 
Demande n°: 



The present claim 1 defines an ink reservoir with holding means for fixedly 
retaining one of the inner and outer gratings of an ink container and rotatably 
holding the other of said inner and outer gratings. This does not correspond to the 
disclosure of the application as originally filed wherein it is clearly stated that both 
outer and inner gratings are rotatable with respect to the ink reservoir (the outer 
grating within the interval 0°-90° and the inner grating within the interval 0°-180°). 

The passage in the description indicated by the representative in the letter of 
12.08.2004 as basis for the amendments merely describes the relationship 
between the inner and outer grating and the relationship of the gratings to the ink 
container, and not the relationship of the gratings to the holding means of the ink 
reservoir. This passage is therefore not relevant to the discussed amendment. 

3. The above-mentioned objection notwithstanding, the subject-matter of 
independent claim 1 is not new in the sense of Article 54(1) and (2) EPC, and 
therefore the requirements of Article 52(1) EPC are not met. 

Documents D1-D3 all disclose all the features of claim 1 , see in particular col.7, 
1.1-35 and figs. 1 0-1 1 of D1 , col.9, I.40 - col.1 1 , 1.21 and f igs.6,9 of D2, and col.23, 
L12-COI.25, 1.11 of D3. 

Documents D1 -D3 disclose reservoirs/containers for containing toner, clearly they 
are also suitable for containing ink, see EPO Guidelines C-lll, 4.8. 

4. The supplementary features introduced by the dependent claims are either known 
from documents D1-D3 or do only relate to minor modifications therefrom which 
do not involve anything inventive. The combination of any of these features with 
the independent claim do not result in any allowable claims. 

5. It is not at present apparent which part of the application could serve as a basis 
for a new, allowable claim. Should the applicant nevertheless regard some 
particular matter as patentable, an independent claim should be filed taking 
account of Rule 29(1) EPC. The applicant should also indicate in the letter of reply 
the difference of the subject-matter of the new claim vis-a-vis the state of the art 
and the significance thereof. 
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The features of the claims should be provided with reference signs placed in 
parentheses to increase the intelligibility of the claims (Rule 29(7) EPC). This 
applies to both the preamble and characterising portion (see EPO Guidelines, C- 
111,4.11). 

The attention of the applicant is drawn to the fact that the application may not be 
amended in such a way that it contains subject-matter which extends beyond the 
content of the application as filed (Article 123(2) EPC). 
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